
 

La Salle head coach Dr. John Giannini press conference after the Explorers 

NCAA Tournament selection was announced 

What does the selection mean to the La Salle basketball program? 

We’re thrilled to be in the NCAA Tournament and hear our name called with the best 

teams in the country. We think we deserve to be there and you can’t win unless you’re 

there. We’re in no different situation than VCU was the year they went to the Final Four 

and again a big step for our program was being a part of this very special event but also 

to be recognized as one of the better teams in the country. 

Did you get nervous waiting it out? 

The last region was up, three had past us and just by luck of the draw we ended up 

being on the last one they covered. They made us wait; they made us sweat a little bit. 

It was obviously worth it. 

How does the selection help this program make a statement? 

The NCAA Tournament is for the best teams in the country. There’s about 40 at-large 

berths and there’s over 340 Division I schools. There is an awful lot of BCS teams out 

there and others that are extremely committed to this sport and spend a lot of money on 

it. For us to have our commitment at La Salle rewarded and to be in this tournament is a 

big deal. Think about some of the names that are not in this tournament and it just 

shows how hard it is to get there. 

Who are you most proud for with the selection? 

I think our guys work at it as hard as anyone anywhere so obviously they’re kids we like, 

they’ve done great things for La Salle and we’re just thrilled that these guys get 

rewarded. They really deserve it.  

How much does the moment mean for anyone connected with La Salle? 

I recognize what a special moment this is for our players and this program and again for 

our alums and former players and fans that have waited for 21 years.  

What do you know at this point about Boise State? 



Right now, I don’t know much. We actually follow them like we follow a lot of teams 

throughout the year. I haven’t seen them play and I haven’t studied them. I know the 

league they’re in, I know where they finished in that league, I know the teams they’ve 

beaten and I think that the Mountain West is very similar to the Atlantic 10.  

What does five A-10 bids mean for conference recognition? 

The Atlantic 10 has been great ever since it’s been a conference. Teams have come 

and go in the Atlantic 10 yet we sit here today in one of the best conferences in the 

country and that’s going to continue. The A-10 has a great track record and it’s always 

going to be a great league. 

Does it help that you’ve played at UD Arena before? 

I think there could be something to that. Again, all our guys played there last year so it 

certainly can’t hurt. I don’t know if it will help but it certainly can’t hurt. 

Does getting into the NCAA Tournament legitimize, even more so, your success as a 

head coach? 

You’re getting to the personal side of it now, but yes I agree. It’s the way that people are 

measured in our business and it’s infinitely harder than the average fan would realize. 

This is a very difficult thing to do and I’m thrilled that we’re in and it is important. It’s 

important however you look at it.  

What does the selection mean for the program’s tradition? 

Trust me, the people at La Salle have seen some of the best teams in the country if they 

were here in the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s, and early 90s. From the day I got here, you see the 

passion from those people. They love basketball and they love La Salle. They’ve waited 

a long time for this and I knew that the first day I was here. 

What was your reaction when you saw the selection on television? 

I didn’t see it. The players jumped up and I didn’t even get to see it. I didn’t even get my 

“moment,” so to speak. Obviously I looked around them a couple seconds later and I 

saw the details of the good news. But it’s actually kind of funny; they shot up before I 

could even see the screen and they blocked my view.  

What is your schedule moving forward? 

We practiced earlier today so the work is done and now I’m sure Sean Neal our director 

of operations, is working on tomorrow’s schedule. I’ll have the nice problem of doing the 

media part of being selected, my staff will start working on Boise State immediately. 

Later on tonight, I’ll get to start on them.  


